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He called for “severe sanc-
tions on Indian diplomats™
involved in criminal activity.

The RCMP in its com-
ments Monday said there
were 5ix Indian diplomats
they sought to gquestion
about the violent activities in
Canada, and those six are the
ones Canada expelled.

Singh said Canada must
also ban a Hindu group that
has been accused of hate
speech by Sikh and Muslim
ETOUPS.

“We are in uncharted ter-
ritory, with implications for
the diplomatic relationship
as well as for Canada’s public
safety and national secur-
ity,” said Vina Nadjibulla, re-
search vice-president for the
Asia Pacific Foundation.

Nadjibulla said she’s
watching to see how Can-
ada’s peers respond to the
“unprecedented, extraordin-
ary” news. That could mean
diplomatic moves behind the
scenes, and possibly public
statements of support for
Canada.

“The reaction from the
LLS. is going to be the one
that evervbody will be pay-
ing attention to,” she said.

“In order for Canada, at
this stage, to have anv kind
of co-operation from India
and seek accountability
for what has happened, we
would need India to feel
some pressure; we would
need India to feel some rea-
son to co-operate.”

The U.S. State Depart-
ment was scheduled to have
a regularly scheduled press
briefing this afternoon.

The Bloc Québécols asked
Tuesday for Ottawa to “in-
tensify collaboration with
Canada’s allies in terms of
intelligence and solidarity, in
the face of such acts.”

The Conservatives Mon-
day denounced Canada’s
“extremely concerning” al-
legations as proof that the
government had not taken
seriously foreign interfer-
ence and national security.

India has insisted Canada
has provided it no evidence to
back up the allegations.

RCMP Commission-
er Mike Duheme said the
force’s deputy commissioner
had attempted to share evi-
dence with Indian police last
week but was rebuffed. This
past weekend, deputy for-
eign affairs minister David
Morrison, along with the
RCMP, presented evidence
to India in meetings held in
Singapore. Canada sought
India’s agreement to revoke
the diplomatic immunity of
the six individuals to allow
for RCMP questioning, but
India refused.

Foreign Affairs Minister
Melanie Joly said India’s re-
fusal to co-operate is why
Canada declared the six dip-
lomats persona non grata,
which is one of the stiffest
penalties Canada can impose
under the Vienna Conven-
tion

Nadjibulla said it was
notable that Joly accused
active diplomats of involve-
ment in criminality, and that
she said violence linked to
the Indian government had
only increased since Canada
made its concerns public last
Year.
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A man stands outside Surrey Provincial Court as Indian nationals Karanpreet Singh, Kamalpreet Singh
and Karan Brar make an appearance for the killing of Sikh activist Hardeep Singh Nijjar on May 7.
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Canada-India:
Why the rift?

DIPLOMATIC FUROR

Contentious history
before expulsion

of top envoys

Dyiraxy RoRERTSON

ttawa’s decision Monday to
expel India’s top envoy and
five other diplomats is just
the latest development in tensions
that have simmered for months be-
tween the two countries.
Here's a look at what's driv-
ing the chill between Canada and
India.

WHY IS INDIA
MAD AT CANADA?

India is a staunch opponent to
the Khalistan separatist move-
ment, in which some Sikhs advo-
cate for an independent state called
Khalistan to be carved out of Indi-
an territory.

India says the prospect is uncon-
stitutional and threatens the coun-
try's national security. Ottawa has
long stressed that it upholds India’s
territorial integrity but won't crack
down on freedom of expression in
Canada.

Khalistan supporters in Canada
occasionally organize rallies and
what they call referendum, which
get little mainstream media atten-
tion in Canada but are the subject
of emotive news reports in India.
Organizers say India has perse-
cuted them through decades, a
claim New Delhi rejects.

Some Sikh temples have been
found to be openly venerating
people connected with acts of vio-
lence like the 1985 bombing of an
Air India flight, which is the dead-
liest terrorist attack in Canadian
history.

DID INDIA KILL
A CANADIAN?

In September 2023, Prime Min-
ister Justin Trudeau announced

that Canadian intelligence services
are investigating “credible” infor-
mation about “a potential link"”
between India’s government and
the killing of Sikh leader Hardeep
Singh Nijjar in British Columbia.

New Delhi initially outright de-
nied any involvement, before shift-
ing to saying that extrajudicial kill-
ings are not state policy.

Meanwhile, American author-
ities last November unsealed an
indictment alleging a murder-for-
hire plot by an Indian national.
The court file alleges an Indian
government employee directed
the attempted assassination in the
United States, and spoke about
others, including Nijjar’s killing in
Canada.

This past May, police in Edmon-
ton arrested three Indian nationals
and charged them with first-degree
murder and conspiracy to commit
murder in Nijjar’s death.

India maintains that Canada
has never shared evidence of the
country’s involvement in the homi-
cide, though Trudeau said Monday
that Canadian authorities shared
this information with their Indian
peers over the weekend.

Since last autumn, India has
temporarily suspended visa servi-
ces for Canadians. It also withdrew
diplomatic immunity for most of
Canada’s envoys, which Ottawa
said foreed it to bring home most of
its diplomats.

IS INDIA IMPORTANT?

In November 2022, Canada de-
clared India “a critical partner”
in its Indo-Pacific strategy, calling
for a trade agreement, more work
exchanges and partnerships in re-
newal energy.

Canada is among the coun-
tries that have spent years trying
to court New Delhi amid growing
concerns about China. Ottawa has
said that India is key to promoting
democracy and pluralism world-
wide.

India relies on Canada for large
imports of lentils and potash, and
is a popular destination for stu-
dents looking to study abroad in
both advanced research degrees

and vocational colleges.

Until September 2023, Canada
and India had been in numerous
rounds of high-level negotiations
for a trade deal restricted to key in-
dustries, years after both countries
abandoned an attempt at a compre-
hensive deal. Canada paused the
latest negotiations shortly before
making public its concerns about
the Nijjar case.

ISTHIS A
POLITICAL SPAT?

Indian Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's government has argued that
Trudean hasn't taken the i1ssue of
Khalistan separatism seriously.

In 2018, Trudeau's visit to
India caused controversy when it
emerged that his delegation had
invited Jaspal Atwal — a B.C. Sikh
convicted of attempting to assas-
sinate an Indian cabinet minister
in 1986 — to two events with Tru-
deaun.

In a background briefing ar-
ranged by the Prime Minister's Of-
fice, a government official told jour-
nalists that Atwal’s presence had
been arranged by factions within
the Indian government who want-
ed to sabotage Trudeau’s visit due
to the Khalistan issue.

A year ago, Indian Foreign Af-
fairs Minister Subrahmanvam Jai-
shankar suggested the latest rift
comes down to issues his govern-
ment has with Canada's Liberals.

“The problems we have are with
a certain segment of Canadian pol-
itics, and the policies which flow
from that,” he said.

WHAT HAPPENED
ON MONDAY?

On Monday, the RCMP warned
the public about a rash of crimes
including murder, extortion and
coercion linked to Indian govern-
ment agents.

The RCMP and other Canadian
officials confronted India earlier
this past weekend, and when New
Delhi refused to co-operate, Ottawa
ordered six Indian diplomats to
leave Canada. India has similarly
expelled six Canadian diplomats.
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Its full name is Samidoun:
Palestinian Prisoner Solidar-
ity Network.

Canada and the US. allege
that Samidoun’s activities
go far beyond raising aware-
ness about Palestinians be-
hind bars in Israel or organ-
izing street protests in Can-
ada and around the world.

“Organizations like Sami-
doun masquerade as char-
itable actors that claim to
provide humanitarian sup-
port to those in need, yet
in reality divert funds for
much-needed assistance to
support terrorist groups,”
said Acting Under Secretary
of the Treasury for Terrorism
and Financial Intelligence
Bradley T. Smith, in the U.S.
press release,

Samidoun is a registered
not-for-profit in Canada.
As of Tuesday morning, its
registration page on the gov-
ernment of Canada website
noted that it is now designat-
ed a terrorist organization.

A group designated a ter-
rorist entity in Canada is
prohibited from receiving
financial services, money or
property.

In designating Samidoun
as a terrorist entity, Can-
ada is following in the foot-
steps of Israel, which did so
in 2021. Germany has also
banned Samidoun, and de-
clared it a terrorist organiz-
ation.

The Vancouver Police De-
partment had launched a
hate-speech investigation in-
to Kates, one of its directors
in Canada, who praised the
Hamas and Islamic Jihad at-
tackers during a speech at a
rally last spring.

“We stand with the Pales-
tinian resistance and their
heroic brave action on Oct.
7" Kates said at the time.

Jessica Davis, a counter-
terrorism expert at Carleton
University, said the designa-
tion will make it challenging
for Samidoun’s leadership to
travel internationally and it
is likely to have its financial
transactions scrutinized and
bank accounts frozen.

“This process has not
been tested in Canadian
courts,.” Davis said. "A lot of
the reason for that is because
we are designating, for the
most part, foreign entities.
This is one of the only cases
where |'ve seen a direct Can-
adian tie and a direct Can-
adian leader ... who will be
directly affected by a terror-
ist listing."

No charges have been an-
nounced against anyone in-
volved in Samidoun.

“In the case of an organiz-
ation like Samidoun, or real-
Iy any listed terrorist entity,
the question comes down to
what the people are doing to
support the organization,”
Davis said. “Just being a
member of an organization
is not a criminal offence in
Canada. However, as soon as
vou cross the line into con-
ducting any kind of support
or sort of advancement activ-
ities that are fairly concrete,
then you come very close to
facilitation (of a terrorist ac-
tivity) and some of those ac-
tivities.”

Over the past yvear, the
Centre for Israel and Jewish
Affairs has lobbied to have
Samidoun declared a terror-
ist organization and B'nai
Brith Canada launched a
petition to have Kates and
Barakat deported. (Both
have said they are Canadian
citizens.)
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